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fage. |
»Tlen[‘ o
ualily
Npury
iyse Nilufer Narli
L:;" | [lncreased educational opportunities - which is an extension of rapid economic develop-
it in Malaysia - and the Islamic resurgence are significant social forces, operating in
Sdlie mcnl directions, in bringing about changes to the posmon of Malay women. At this con-

},;mre tertiary education, which has been observed in some societies to be a vital
iperating’’ force, is counterposed to Islamic resurgence. The traditionally prescribed role of
Kualy ylay women has been both reinforced and reconstituted by the values, morals and norms

ted from the Islamic resurgence. Under such circumstances, Malay women students are
ht in a cognitive dilemma and respond in a variety of ways in an attempt to reconcile the
Ex. :,]ues of one to the values of the other.

| Peningka!an peluang pelajaran--yang bersangkutan dengan pembangunan yang pesat di
ysia--dan kegiatan agama Islam adalah kuasa-kuasa yang bergerak mengikut beberapa
untuk membawa perubahan kepada kedudukan kaum wanita Melayu. Setakat ini penga-
fmggi seperri yang terdapat di dalam beberapa buah masyarakat, adalah kuasa

on on ', iaitu bertentangan dengan peningkatan kegiatan agama Islam. Peranan tradi-

a‘ yang dl tetapkan ke atas kaum wanita Melayu telah diperkuat dan dipadankan oleh

'Ml moral, dan norma kehendak agama Islam. Di bawah keadaan ini, penuntut perempuan

selop- glayu adalah terperangkap di dalam satu dilema kognitif dan bertindak dalam beberapa cara
wuk menyelaraskan nilai seseorang dan nilai orang lain.]
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ng
! YTRODUCTION
|
"omic’ This paper focusses on the changing role and status of women in
alaysia. This issue of women should be put-in a larger and more general
rowhiime of reference: can it be expected that in rapidly developing Asian
untries the process of capitalist development, industrialisation and ur-
ﬁamsatlon would, as in the West, be accompanied by the sort of *‘‘ideo-

jical’’! change (viz., departure from traditional, old values and ideas:

. 'In the contex of the paper, the concep: of ‘‘culture’” is conceived as synonymous with the
ficept of *‘ideology’’. Culture is an ideological medium, through which personality forma-
A, interpretation and justification of the social actor’s action, operate. See Clifford Geertz,
7 “‘Ideology As A Cultural System™’, in The Interpretation of Culture, Clifford Geertz,
“w York: Basic Book, Inc. Publishers, pp. 193-234. See too, Clifford Geertz ‘‘Rituals and
wial Change: A Javanese Example’’ in ibid., pp. 126-142.
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emergence of secular culture and conception of man as a rationg| : Malay “I
dividual; emphasis on individual achievement, material improvemen, a "-:Causc the L
related work ethic; greater application of scientific method 1o Varjg od examp]
phases of life, including daily life; and the idea of wormen’s liberationzyy u“_ciely is ung
can we expect a different ideological change - perhaps a revival of | Fliile increag
digenous culture and/or religion from within which is seemingly i'-. men in the
dissonance to the rapid socio-economic development taking place?! ";.n media ap
% jglous resy.
At first glance, it appears as if the first scenario is unlikely to take Dlage Ur8ENT Moy,
with regard to the position of women because of the difference hmweee those frop,
women in Malaysia and their Western counterparts in terms of their specify, mic Mové
structural, social, cultural and historical conditions. In particular, the SOcig I
context for women in Malaysia - the socio-cultural-religious nexus of tragj.
tional customs, beliefs and relations - is quite different from thg of ,
Western culture. Further-more Malaysia, like Indonesia, India ang! In Malay
Pakistan has experienced a recent history of colonialism. Finally, the tempgjence upon
of capitalist development, industrialisation and urbanisation in Malaysis jspnomic cha
faster than thé Western experience which was, a gradual historical Process flay Socio-
influenced largely by forces from within, "Ls which et
n though ¢
If indeed the first scenario does not emerge, then we should ask e common
ourselves instead what are the implications of a revival of culture and/qlraws Malay
religion for the position of women in a rapidly developing country? Apg
how has the recent experience of rapid socio-economic change, industrig|
development and the accompanying ideological change affected wonien,
their response to change and the ‘ideational elements’*which define gender
relations?

‘Islamic resut
become a nal|

ic conscious)|
fics, economic,

*The economic transition of the West through industrialisation and urbanisation acted af/!¢s 1n Malay
a catalyst in changing the old socio-cultural system and structure, and led to achieving equality .
among sexes. According to Mill, the consequences of modernisation and economic develop See M. Abu
ment are essentially liberating for women. See John Stuart Mill, 1980, ““The Subjection o 21 (chober] |
Women”’ in Essays in Sex Equality. Alice Rossi, ed., Chicago: University of Chicago Pressy Wazir Karim§
pp. 123-242. twa Movement|
. “Islam is bei
3Joseph R. Gusfield examines the assumption of the linear theory of change and indical®§indigenous Mal'
the difficulties in its use in the context of Asian countries. See Joseph R. Gusfield, I‘_)GT ledge and Is
“Tradition and Modernity: Misplaced Polarities in the Study of Social Change’', Amertcit «po. oo
Journal of Sociology, Vol. 72 (January): 351-62. kwah Argum,
Also see W.F. Wertheim, 1964, East-West Parallels, Netherlands: W. Van Hoeve Ltd-}is for socialis I

The Hague. See Wazir-Ja
ldlam and Indt|

is. Forthcom
‘In the context of the paper ‘‘ideational elements’ refer to the social, cultural an |
religious values. ‘See P. Wilsof!



. Malay women in tertiary education form the basis of this research
':l . ,yse the particular situation and c.\'pcr‘icnue of these women provides a
”ii‘}“d d c,‘fample of responses 10 the question above. Presently, Malaysian
ny Sljety is undergoing rapid economic development and chang‘e.‘ Ho_wever.
af i r.EI]E ll:lCl'EﬂSEd educational opportunities, increasing participation of
1y P-.mgn in the lab?ur force (see appendix) and greater access to communica-
" in media are evident, other trends of change are manifested in the form of

Lsious resurgence. The number of young Malays involved in the.slamic
D|ace&#'"sem movement® seems (o be.increasin_g rapidly a!'td _!hey. as compared
!Ween‘_[hgse from the older_ generation constitute a majority. Presently, the
eci i gmic Moverpem fuqcnons as a c_hallengmg social force for l.hE younger
jay generation and it has been said that ‘‘the Islamic culture is becoming

296

. 1glternative ideology for living, perceiving and rationalising their life’’.

In Malaysia, the religious beliefs and values are potentially a key in-
smice upon Malay women’s response to challenges generated by rapid
ysia js pomic change mainly because of two reasons. Firstly, the traditional
Ocess #lay socio-cultural system was based on the system of customs and prac-
which comprise of Adat (The customary law) and Islam (religion).
though there are differences between different states, all Malays share
d askgcommon basic custom (Adat) and the common religion, Islam, which
nd/oritaws Malays together in sympathy’’’. Following this, the role and status

Ang
1strial
dmen,

'.ender[
!

sIslamic resurgence has been a phenomenon since the late 1970’s in Malaysia. Presently it
become a nationwide movement through the activities of *‘Revivalist organisations -

, Daruh Arqam, Jamaat Tabligh". Young Malays are experiencing a new awakening of
ic consciousness. The reasserted [slamic consciousness functions as an ideology in
its, economic, culture and social life. See, M. Abu Bakar, 1981, *'Islamic Revivalism and

acted agiies in Malaysia™, Asian Survey, Vol. 21 (October); 1040-1059.

equalit
ieqvctn "See M. Abu Bakar, 1981, *'Islamic Revivalism and Politics in Malaysia''. Asian Survey,

ction of 21 (October): 1040-1059, pp. 1042.
o Pressy Wazir Karim also draws attention to the attitudes of the younger Malay generation to the
wa Movement. She observed that
"“Islam is being increasingly used as a source of moral education reducing the importance
ndicaldgdigenous Malay social values as a basis for social identity and organisation. Religious
1, 196%wledge and Islamic rituals have become the guide to everyday living..."”
mericl wpor men and women who are members of these movements or associations (viz.,
* twah Argum, Dakwah Tabligh, ABIM and PERKIM), religious activities have become a
e Ltd. i for socialisation and cultural identity...”
See Wazir-Jahan Karim, 1984, *“The Status of Malay Women in Malaysia: From Culture
lam and Industrialisation’’, International Journal of the Sociology of the Family, 1l-
A1 is. Forthcoming.
1T g

{'See P. Wilson, 1962, A Malay Village and Malaysia, New Haven: Hraf Press.
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of Malay women are clearly affected by what is prescribed by Ady, o - soc‘-l
Islam.* Secondly, Malay women are very much exposed 1o re“sinwb‘:iing thmi
teachings and ideas. The religious teachings (i,e. Koran reading COurgg "!fx‘"" soclet F“-I
the age of early childhood) are an integral part of the process of g 3_':,"'50“0_:":
socialisation among Malays.” Even though the religious resurgence dog Ty ognisegci
specifically focus on women, it can affect them both directly and indire:‘l‘__ Malay wl'i
due to the potential of Islam in reinforcirg the partriarchal elements i, Itl-,:; ow w(;;.

io-cult v m. 2 7
Malay socio ural value syste : wising froy

The Islamic Resurgent Movement can give a direction and also cop, E RESE|
the Malay women’s response to change by providing a new set of valueg ang '
moral codes which reinforce the maintenance of traditional standargs (e
the ideal Malay women as a loving mother and wife, ideal Malay gir| s bod
shy (malu) and obedient (kepatuhan) virgin (Anak dara)).' | p
strengthen the pre-existing inequitable gender-relations and social situay

Curreny
ernising
Caggpecially hi'
d . Onggg countrie
of Malay women through accgptance or reinforcement of their nominaﬂ & .

: " . : 7 — her resea
inferior status, exclusion of women from the public domain and limitagj, Ianging V:j!
on women to exert formal power.'" It can also directly influence social py|4 veloped w'
in the public domain through restrictions on women’s freedom of mg, owing bod
s lhanges in w
: ; . reer aspirg

Under these circumstances, Malay women experience social tens; ucatiorli)

arising out of differing perceptions among various groups (i.e., religig (0ss’s stu
leaders, political leaders, community members, women’s organisatioy pirations

sppropriatg|

';hemselves. y
y changes

sular Malaysia”’, in Issues in Malaysia Development, James C. Jackson and Martin Rudn
eds./Kuala Lumpur: Heinemann Educational Books (Asia Ltd.), pp. 233-237. p. 234,

°See William Wilder, 1970, *‘Socialisation and Social Structure in Malay Village"l |
Socialisation: The Approach from Social Anthropology, Philip Mayer, ed., Londqf
Tavistock Pub.. | The deve

8See L. Manderson, 1980, ‘A Woman’s Place: Malay Women and Development in Penj |

°See Judith Djamour, 1959/Malay Kindship and Marriage in Singapore, London: Ly, 204 urban
don School of Economics, Monographs on Social Anthropology, No. 21, Athlone Press,

109, Gee UNE

7 iy = K ft Report,
''In relation to traditional rural Malay women and their role and status in the society velopn‘?em S

the socialisation of Malay girls, see Rosemary Firth, 1966, Housekeeping Among M erence to W
Peasants, New York: Athlone Press; Ronald Provencher, 1921, Two Malay Worlds: Inf

tion in Urban and Rural Settings, Berkeley: Research Monograph No. 4, University of Calift
nia, especially pp. 139-147, 176; Malliha V. Narendran ‘*Women of Perupuk’', M.Sc. Th
USM, Penang, 1975; William Wilder, *‘Socialisation and Social Structure in a Malay Vill
in Socialisation: the Approach from Social Anthropology, Philip Mayer ed., Lond
Tavistock Publ., 1970; Teoh Jim Inn, ““Marriage, Family and Education in Malaysia’,

read at seminar on Planning For A Better Family Life, Genting Highlands, 2-5 May, 197
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U g gpout socio-economic change and the direction of future developments, in-
ligi,quding the ways in which these changes affect women’s role and status in
I'Ses a‘he society. Thus, within the context of the study which concerns the impact
j gaﬂyf'gnsm-economic change on Malay women, the Islamic resurgence is to be
)es poycognised as a significantly influential social process in patterning changes
lirec” Malay women’s role and status. It is also vital to answer the question as
in {hy how women can cope with the corflict - both social and individual

yrising from diverse social forces. <

-ontrgHE RESEARCH PROBLEM: WOMEN AND EDUCATION
les an
'_dS (eg Currently, research in the area of women’s studies has emphasised the
irl as yodernising influence of urbanisation, industrialisation and education -
It ca;pecially higher education'? - on the status and role of women, in develop-
Jﬂlio .0 countries, with reference to changes in their attitudes and values.'
Ninallyher researchers have focused on the relevance of tertiary education to
tatiogganging values and attitudes underlying gender relations, in the context of
al ryl veloped Western countries, Middle East countries and Asian countries. A
mﬂvgowing body of literature reveals that i the United States, the significant
fhanges in women’s values and ideas concerning their traditional role, and
eer aspirations occur as a response to the gradual extension of tertiary
'elnfii ucation and the re-socialising influence of university education. K.P.
3*‘8_‘0 toss’s study showed that higher education increasingly raises the career
allonkpirations of America female students and changes their concept of the
:;ppropriate role of women’, and also developed consciousness of
temselves.’* M. Lansing’s study showed that higher education dramatical-
¢ changes political attitudes and increases the active participation of

in Penj
| Rudny
34, ¢
.llage"!
Londa

1¥The development of education and increased expansion of tertiary education oppor-
Inities are extensions of rapid economic development. They are also related to industrialisa-
kl))n:sls‘qion and urbanisation taking place in developing countries.
ress,
13gee UNESCO, 1982, Regional Expert Meeting on Women Studies and Social Science,
. ft Report, New Delhi: Indian Council of Social Science Research Centre for Women’s
wiely Beyelopment Studies, p. 41. And also see APCWD, “‘Notes on Data Collection with special
f'_gmﬂ" erence to Women’’, Bangkok, p. 8.
f Calif 1gee K.P. Cross, 1975, ‘‘Women As New Students’” in Women and Achievement, M. T.S.
i Th nick, 8.S. Tangri, L.W. Hoffman, eds., New York: John Wiley and Sons, pp. 339-353; D.
/ Villa feman and K. Terrel, 1975, *‘Sex and the Process of Status Attainfnent: A Comparison of
!‘lo" orking Women and Men"', American Sociological Review, Vol. 40 (April): 174-200; 1.A.
a", Plics O, Ramirez, T. Trancy, 1976, **Female Participation in Occupational System: A Com-
ty, 197 ative Institutional Analysis", Social Problems, Vol. 23 (June): 593-608,
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women in the political domain.** For
5 soader so
In the Middle East countries, where social pressure to conform t ;f“ conjunct
social, religious prescriptions is very strong, especially when it concery, g investigg
women, similar findings were reported by Nadia Youseff. Youseff conelyg. ¢ conjuncy
ed that university education has fostered career aspirations and mOdified -;nciali.‘ialioﬁ
values concerning marriage, mother - role and work.'* Culpan’s and May. 4ining thejy
zotto’s study on the attitudes and expectations toward work.and marrige, Living diff|
of male and female university students in Turkey concluded that colleg, ;rld of the}
educated Turkish women are becoming more career-oriented and they gjy,
relatively less importance to marriage.'’ The
,henomenq;
e other
In the sixties, Ruth F. Woodsmall, drawing on her research on wome, ‘¢ssence of!
in Asia: Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, Afganistan, Indonesia and India, pointeq ybjects per
out the *‘liberating force” of tertiarry education, especially its potentia] ¢, jje processe
provide economic independence to women which, in turn, brought abgy .;Jnderstand
profound changes in the traditionally prescribed role and status of geial chang
women.' In relation to the situation of Malay women in the sixties yearcher {
Hashimah Roose observed that compared to the previous years, ‘‘nowadays, ganifested i
the number of Malay girls at university, either locally or abroad, is increa. pderstand
ing yearly’’. She also asserts that due to this factor, there is a change in these ynflict, an&
women’s attitudes towards their traditional role. ‘“They do not want to ac. if theitr chga
cept their subservient and relatively minor role in the home’’." ’ I
‘ Howevg
ividual dile
wnsion with
fanges at tt‘-
'sSee Marjorie Lansing, 1976, ‘‘Political Change for the American Women”’ in Women in ]r lfieqlqglca |
the World, L.B. Iglitzin and R. Ross, eds., Oxford: Elio Book, pp. 175-185; Marjorie Lansing, ¢ individug
1973, ““Women: The New Political Class’’, in A Sample of Women’s Studies, Ann Arbor:
University of Michigan Press.

Marjorie Lansing, 1974, ‘‘American Women: Voter and Activist” in Women in Politics,

20 i
. E
Jane S. Jaquette ed., New York: John Wiley and Sons, pp. 5-25. yentho

Mained via it,

“ee Nadia H. Youseff, 1974, Women and Work in Developing Societies, Berkeley: | “The phe A
University of California Institute of international Studies; Nadia H. Youseff, 1970, ‘‘Women Je social pherrlé
in the Muslim World”’ in Women in the World, L.B., lglitzin and R. Ross eds., Oxford: Elio _:;Jgdan and S0
Books, pp. 203-219. n Wiley anf,

. . . Walysis, Lond

’See O. Culpan and T. Marzotto, 1983, **Changing Attitudes Toward Work and Mar- ﬁkomerh odolol
riage: Turkey in Transition’’, Signs, 8 (Winter): 337-351. f

.. *For Ad
18Gee Ruth F. Woodsmall, 1960, Women and the New East, Washington D.C.: The Mid- ms g; pe(r);gg
dle East Institute, p. 363. Also see p. 364-5. ‘trubance. jn .
. ' See Adorna
See Hashimah Roose, 1963, ‘‘Changes in Position of Malay Women®’, in Wormen in the e, 1;5 5 105;23"
New Asia, Barbara, E. Ward, ed., Paris: UNESCO. bndon: liomle%!
| c
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For my paper, the research will concentrate on the impact of the
goader socio-economic changes - structural changes - on‘gender relations
m hconjuljlclion wil‘h the overall ideological changes. The research problem is
cerpe ginvestigate the influence on Malay women students of tertiary education
clyg. geonjunction wn.h the potency of the Islamic resurgence, especially the re-
fifieg J‘,cifaltsaulon and 1deolog|smg_ u:lﬂuence on the process of discarding or re-
May. 4ining lh'e }radmona.i. pre-existing valt{cs' and lde_as. and the process of con-
Tiage qving different aspirations and redefining the image of the ideal woman
llege. od of the self.
4 giVe 0 . y N
The research strategy adopted in this study incorporates the
nenomenological approach on the one hand, and a macro-level analysis on
je other hand.** The phenomenological approach aims to captue the
Omep essence of social reality through perceiving particular social phenomena as
inteq ubjects perceive/feel it”’.?' This approach allows the researcher to focus on
ial to ¢ processes of change in the micro dimension of the social system and to
aboy nderstand in depth, the social phenomena (Malay women’s response to
15 of ycial change) at the individual level. It can increase the sensitivity of the
xties, searcher to” the individual crisis, conflicts and dilemmas which are
days, sanifested in a ‘‘veiled form”’. Through this, the researcher can be better
icrea- nderstand the various strategies open to Malay women to cope with the
these gnflict, and in adjusting the religious, traditional values within the context
to ac.lrtheitr changing life.

However, even though the point of entry is the individual, the in-
vidual dilemmas, and crisis will be explained in terms of the conflict and
nsion within the larger social setting.?? In this way, the link between the
aanges at the level of the individual can be related to overall socio-cultural

men ink iQeqlqgical change. Similarly, the process of sogio-ec_onor_nic change at
ansing, (¢ individual level - as a result of the New Economic Policy, introduced by

Arbor:

olitics, | 2gyen though we prefer a phenomenological approach here, the qualitative or soft data

itained via it, will eventually be converted into a more or less quantitative form.
rkeley: 2iphe phenomenological approach enables the researcher to understand and to perceive
Vomenl, social phenomena (in question), from the ‘‘actor's own frame of reference”. See R.
d: El'°"§gdan and S.J. Taylor, 1975, Introduction to Qualitative Research Methods, New York:
in Wiley and Sons, p. 2; see B. Smart, 1976, Sociology, Phenomenology and Marxian
nalysis, London: Routledge and Kegan Paul; Harold Garfinkel, 1975, Studies in
d M“’%ﬁomemada!ogy, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, Inc. Eaglewood Cliff.

. “For Adorno , Marcuse and From, the crisis and conflicts of politics are to be explained in
ms of personality disturbances and conflicts, individual conflicts and personality
Hrubance, in turn, are to be explained in terms of social structure.
See Adorno, 1950, The Authoritarian Personality, New York: Harper and Row; H. Mar-
, 1955, Eros and Civilisation, Boston: Beacon Press; E. From, 1956, The Fear of Freedom,
don: Routledge and Kegan Paul.

e Mid
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the Malaysian Government in the 1970’s and the overall expansion of ¢ Jate thesg
economy, will be explained in terms of overall structural changes, S he)/_h?“fe F:il
B joss!b!l]tiesl

Respondents in this study were final year female Malay students drg,, 05%iPilitieg
from the five universities in Malaysia. A simple random sampling Methg, _@Pll:f‘ns t
was used to select the respondents. Sample size was 150 students out of 4 her dvf_:ra.
total number of 1326 final year female Malay students in 1984.” There yq, veral °|. tl
two main reasons for the selection of female Malay final year students. The fiere 1s disg|
first was to investigate if access to tertiary education was associated Wit jevelopmer
higher career aspirations and the changes in the concept of the approprigy, |
role and place of women. Secondly, this group constituted one which pg, What €
had a long experience (four or five years) of being the target of opposy, i SO™¢ rei
socio-cultural forces. (viz., the process of socialisation through informgy #0MOtony
religious agents versus the process of undergoing scientific moden edyc, P POSIlig
tion). The difficulties and dilemmas in confronting these opposing force :'_Tadltlo_nalq
provide an opportunity to discover the main areas of social conflict betwee, ';ne’socml, €
modernity and tradition in Malaysia. - jvidual of
omen shoy

The data was collected through participant observation and interviews, ;10[_5“131’05‘@;
during the five months in the 1983-1984 academic term. Both structured anq 1" The ¢
unstructured interviews were used. Each interview lasted from one and 5 M4/N8 @ ht
half hours to two hours. The final form of interview schedule g, $ONOMIC S§
developed from the experience of previous informal interviews, participan
observation and a pilot study which comprised ten respondents I
Respondents were interviewed individually in their dormitory rooms. Thj; Jeted versi |
allowed the researcher to communicate with the respondents in a more f0dernisat |
|

Other

friendly and informal way. f‘,ham”,?"
icipate in
ommunity,
REFLECTION OF THE STUDY: THE MALAYSIAN EXPERIENCE omen patiy
s emphasij
As a general overview, some tentative generalisations can be drawn on fuslim wo !
the direction of socio-cultural change among Malay women students. ouraging tl
phere and &

With regard to the influence of tertiary eduction, it can be observedjon, it emp}
that a significant number of female Malay students are not willing to agree sain especif
that women’s place is in the home or that their primary role is that of [’
mother and homemaker. They feel that there are opportunities for themin.  All thei:
the public domain to advance as men do and to enter into ocupations which -!women stud|
had hitherto been closed to them. However even though they are able to Jak wa) am'ji
dligous meg
ormation 5|
Ablications.

*The number of final year female Malay students was obtained from the records of each| Il
u.n_iver:sity provid?d by l‘he Regislry OK. the five uqiversi[ies, qqmely Universiti Malaya, L'lni\C_fjl This nali
siti Sains Malaysia, Universiti Pertanian Malaysia, Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, Universiit,
kebangsaan Malaysia. dences. It (”

L
I
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¢ these opportunities with the access to education and development
have received, most of them perceive that these opportunities are only
sibilities. These women do not insist on the actualisation of these
és_r,ibiii{ies, because according to some, they lacked personal capacities and
fawy “pitions to actualise the potential open to them. This was evidenced by
thog ;ir ‘average’ or ‘poor’ academic achievement for example as stated by
Of @ eral of them: *‘I am a sederhana (average) student’’. Others believed that
Were gre is discrimination against women and obstacles to the socio-egonomic
‘T:he é‘.elopmenl of women. 5
With

I
f the o

Mate . What are these obstacles? What is the source of these obstacles? First-
;si asv‘mmg respondems talked about_slruclural obstacles (eg. difficulties for
g fymotion, inability to enter the primary labour market, absence of leader-
ua ) tllp positions in the public domain). The other perceived obstacles are the
urEa‘ "adi(io._nal values or customs which do not reinforce active participation in
€ ¢ social, economic and political fields among Malay women. Thirdly, in-
®n idual obstacles can be recognised. Many respondents believed tha
jomen should give primary importance to their family and that women are

—_ :'En[.supposed to compete with their hgsban_ds or o}h;r men in the public do-
1ar;(i Pam. The other individual pbslacle is their conviction that l_hf.- chgnccs.of
ding a husband are negatively correlated with the increase in their socio-

i lllz}nomic status
was =

] |
?{i‘;lf Other .obstacles_ may belidenti_fied as a!ri_sing from a narrowly in[er-.
Thi;_ﬁcted version of religion. This version of rel‘lglon would oppose any sort c:!
ohs pdernisation or change concerning women’s status and role by branding it
haram’. It calls on women to be obedient to husbands and not to par-
tipate in employment as soldiers, ministers, directors or leaders in the
smmunity. But employment as clerks, teachers, nurses, and doctors (for
“E omen patients) are seen as suitable. This interpretation of religion is seen
s emphasising the responsibilities and moral obligations of a *‘good
n onduslim woman’’ especially in upholding Islamic faith, supporting and en-
ouraging their men either in the domestic sphere or in the socio-political
phere and reproducing and educating new generations of Muslims. In addi-
rvedion, it emphasises the veiling of women and seclusion from the public do-
agreeain especially away from the company of men, other than the husbands.
at of
'min All the moral injuctions and prescriptions are imposed on Malay
‘hichiomen students either through religious books, magazines (risalah-risalah
le to)gkwa) and tapes (which are recorded by religious groups) or through
dligous meetings (ceramah Dakwa). Malay women have access to such in-
ormation because most of them attend religious meetings, read Islamic

ublications and listen to these tapes (in their rooms).
{ each

Iniver- . 2 q . .
\r-lcll\'sili' This narrowly interpreted version of religion could have several conse-

wences. It could work as a process of subordination and confinement of




o |

female labour in the domestic domain and marginal sector, and in the rie]d ! Soit a
which have been defined as orthodox feminine (i.e.,~teaching, health gars gividual it
secretarial jobs). It could also limit Malay women from exercising powey ! \qedium’® cl

1
the public domain, and prevent the development of female leadership, %E"ﬁ -:l;zher than
version of religion does not encourage women to play roles as agengg f;? ifslam is t
power (minister, director, manager, leader) or agents of control (police, ar ociety. ThI
my), but éncourages them instead to accept patriarchal and feiigiou; fact, this i¢
authority. through obedience to husband and Allah, and through obedienc existing idey
of women supporters to male leaders. : i ‘recently, t

level and ”1:
In a significant number of cases, behavioural norms required by the one better §
patriarchal authority and /or religious authority, are internalised in the Iﬁwiih the raj
modes of self-presentation (passive, shy (malu), obedient (kepamhan) [l
modest/moral (maruah), a good Muslim woman), and self-image, role a"-d' The th
position in society. The ideal Malay woman is defined as a good mother, " materialistiy
serving and pleasing wife who is satisfied in the family rather than in sociery |0ne of the!
and a bearer of the responsibility to spread Islam among other women gy fion of the!|
to give Islamic education to children. elf’”. It se
religious mg
It is also pertinent to examine here the nature of university educatigy, faith (berim
and its potential in bringing about attitudinal and ideational change |
University education seems to be geared more towards values and attitudes I obse
underlying career or work rather than towards encouraging traditional siap. |IMovement
dards such as men are superior to women or women’s place is in the home |perfect Mu
and their primary role is that of mother/homemaker. What are the implica. |portant thi
tions of such a situation? It may be an indication of the discrepancy be;. |for @khirat
ween the so-called formal, modern institution - the university educatioy |tionalisatio
which is supposed to be a state apparatus to implement the values, ideas and |and 300“01
behavioural norms that can lead to development of the country - and the ip- |
formal institutions (i.e., youth and religious movements). In cont
between sej
The other area of tension is the conflict between Adat and Islam, which (believe tha |
are two major integral dimensions of the traditional Malay social system, knowledge |
This conflict can be illustrated by referring to the field-work experiences of them welcq
the researcher. I found that some of the respondents objected to a particular ‘perienced t¢
question. The question was ‘‘what are the characteristics/qualifications that |
best define an ideal Malay woman?’’. These response was ‘‘there is no such l The thi
thing as Malay women; there is Muslim women (Wanita Islam)”’. Further, it Ibe respons
was mentioned by some that ““we do not answer this question, unless you |[h°)' (not rj
change the question and replace ‘Malay women' with *Wanita Islanm’". In lowards the
other cases, it was stated that ‘‘nowadays, there is only one tradition, that is they hOI_d
Islamic tradition/culture and we like to follow and practice it’". However, |conomic
in some cases, the respondents did emphasise the importance of Malay their ,dl!e
tradition and Adar for themselves and for the Malay society, and they |tonflicting}
stated that ‘‘Malays should preserve Adar’’. modifying
done by refi
|
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el So it appears that for.a particular group of Malays,the process of in-
ca $ jvidual identity .formanon operates through the ‘inew ideological
oF ie" “edium’’ of Islamic eulture and ideology. When they say “‘I am Muslim

h." ather than Malay”’, they justify their preference in terms of the belief that

IS Sislam is the best system among alternatives, and the true salvation of
 ar ciety. The Koran is the best guidance for individuals and_socie[y”. In
;iou; facts. this ideological medium is culturally _linked to the indigenous, pre-
ence xisting ideology of peasants Malays, where it has always had a strong base.
gecently, this Islamic ideology has been cherished both on the individual
gvel and “officially”’, and offered as a more comprehensive value system,
ne better able than the indigenous value system to help Malays to cope

Y the ¥ . : : . . !

\ t:: yith the rapid socio-economic change taking place in Malaysia.

han

& ) The third area of conflict is the discrepancy between the so-called

er, 5 materialistic values, and other worldly values or *‘akhirat-oriented values””.

pne of the main appeals of the religious group is in its call for ‘‘actualisa-
jjon of the spiritual self”* rather than “actualisation of the social-material
«lf”’. It sets a low value on material achievement and a high value on
ligious morality (i.e., emphasis on being a good Muslim, having a strong
ation, faith (beriman kuat) and salvation in other world).

inge,
Hudes

ciely
| and

I observed that some respondents who support the Islamic Resurgent
stan. Movement internalised the other worldly values, and strive to become
rome perfect Muslims. They expressed this desire by saying that ““The most im-
slica. portant thing for me in my life is Islam. My main aim is to prepare myself
' bey. for akhirat (hereafter) and to strengthen my iman (faith)”’. Through this ra-
ation lionalisation they could be rejecting values which are essential for the social
s and and economic development of Malay women.
1ein-
In contrast to this group, some women conceived the idea of equality

jetween sexes and a desire to achieve success in their profession. They
vhich believe that besides performing religious duties, they should obtain
stem. knowledge and work hard towards their future. However, not many of
s of lhem welcomed new modern values without ambivalence, and they ex-
cular perienced tension between religious morality and social reality.

s that

such.  The third group, who constituted the majority of respondents, tend to

er, it 0 responsive to the appeal of the Dakwa Movement but at the same time
s you they (not many) have developed critical attitudes and a questioning stance
" n lowards the present position and role of Malay women in society. Further,
hat is they hold more or less higher life-expectations and desire to achieve socio-
ever, tconomic development. More significantly, some of them are conscious of
falay (heir dilemmas due to discrepancies within their own consciousness (i.e.,
they tonflicting ideas, desire, perceptions). They have resolved their dilemmas by
modifying and redefining new values within an Islamic framework. This is
{done by refering to the Koran or ‘Hadith’ whenever they need to rationalise
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their particular ambition or action which can be considered **haram”’. The
believe that women can achieve success in their careers and *‘work is ngy
‘haram’ *’. But for them, the qualities of what is an ideal Malay womep & :
intricately linked up with the qualities of being a good Muslim, l":s.pt:'nsibie
mother, obedient wife and being prepared for akhirat as well. All lhes:
responses* may reflect the general consensus on Islam as an ahernaﬁ\,e

ideology and true salvation of Malay women and of society.

So far, it is evident that most Malay women have been pulled back‘im0
their traditional domain. Patriarchy has become more subtle and elaboray,
through the ideological support generated by the Islamic Resurgent Move.
ment. Obviously, Malay women are supporting this movement even thougy
most of them realise that the ideologyof Islamic movement cannot be rele.
vant to feminist demand and ‘women’s emancipation’. In the contex of this
paper, women emancipation refers to the ability of women to exert direct or
indirect power and influence on important decisions at the social, politicg)
and individual levels and the ability of women to realise herself and deter.
mine the important decisions in her life, From that viewpoint of women’s
emancipation, it can be concluded that these Malay women are not in
favour of women liberation. In their mind, it is a threat linked with deca-
dent Western influence,

Most Malay women students share ambivalent feelings and suspicions
about socio-economic changes, modernisation and women liberation. A
the same time, they also experience economic and other pressures in ad.
justing to the changing Malaysian life. They have to work to provide finan-
cial support to the other members of their families; they desire to raise their
socio-economic situation and to satisfy their families who want to have a
university educated son or daughter.

These ambivalent feelings, individual crises and social tensions need
not necessarily set up a ‘static block’ on the ways towards social change and
economic development. They might function as a ‘chalenging momentum’,
a process towards the end in a dynamic way. In other parts of the world, the
forces of conflict between tradition and modernity has been regarded as
functioning as a dynamic force. Indeed one author has argued that:

‘“The desire to be modern and the desire to preserve tradition operates as signifi-
cant movements in the new nations and developing economies. It is our basic

*The variations in the responses to Islamic resurgence will be examined in terms of the
class, geographical background - urban or rural - education (i.e. medium of instruction, type
of school) as well as individual factors as family or personal.
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Th points here that these desires, functioning as ideologies are not always in con-
i ¢ flict; that the quest for modernity depends upon and often finds support in the
S not ideological upsurge of traditionalism. In this process, tradition May be changed,
n are stretched, and modified, but a unified and nationalised society makes great use
“sible of the tradition in its search for a consensual base to political authority and
theSe economic development’’.?

\atiy . . . . ..
| It remains to be seen whether this creative fusion of tradition and

?dernity will emerge in Malaysia.
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n, type h"See Joseph R. Gusfield, 1967, ‘“Tradition and Modernity:-Misplaced Polarities in the
My of Social Change’’. American Journal of Sociology, 72 (January): 351-62, p. 358.
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j |
APPENDIX 1: FEMALE EDUCATION AND LARq

FORCE PARTICIPATION IN C'ONTEMPORARR ‘
MALAYSIA. Y

e
In 1947, the first college for Malay women, Tunku Kursiah Colle rﬂp |
was established. The curriculum, however, emphasised dqmestic science |
After Independence, in 1957, Malaysia women were provided With . ,
creased educational opportunities. Statistical data reveals that fy, R
1950-1974, the number of women in education rose. In 1950, the eNrolmeyrese
of women in tertiary education (in the University of Malaya in SingaDOr s
numbered 146 out of the total enrolment of 830. In 1961, the enrolmep, 2
females in tertiary education (in the University of Malaya in Kuala Lumpy, fAL
was 2.38 of the total enrolment of 1010.” In 1974, the proportion of wop,
had increased to more than 30% of those enrolled in tertiary educaiioni
Malaysia.?

Since 1970, there have been significant changes and improvements i
Malay women’s opportunities for tertiary education, due to the changjpgraL
educational policies. The New Economic Policy, which was initiated in 197
and aimed both to eradicate poverty and eliminate economic function wi

tion. Malay women too benefitted from these improvements,

The percentage of Malay students registered for the various certificaly e New
courses at the various local institutions of higher learning increased fro
41% in 1971 to 62.4% in 1980. The percentage of Malay students enrolle Yonal. tec '
in degree coursesin local universities increased from 40% in 1971 to 66.7 $507 i;,‘ 101
in 1980. By 1980, Malays constituted 47.3% of the total local and overse '
university student population. * For further details, see TABLE 1.

tional sty

nomic dey
pation of
onomic pro

|
tgross don

'See KANITA/NACIWID, 1983, Forum on the Development of Women in Malaysiaj
Universiti Sains Malaysia: 30th. November, p. 35.

*See UNESCO, 1970, Higher Education and Economic Growth in South-East Asit
Singapore: Regional Institute of Higher Education and Development, Tables 15, p. 47.

3See L.N. O’Brien, 1970, Class, Sex and Ethnic Stratification in West Malaysia, with par
ticular reference to Women in the Profesions. Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, Monash University !
Appendix A. Tables AL-A14, pp. 610-618 ¥ -

Ethnicity, Class and Development in Malaysia, S. Husin Ali, ed., Kuala Lumpur: Persatu .nre datithe ]

: ; ’ .., 4 'See Charles
‘See Toh Kim Woon, 1984, ‘Education as a Vehicle for reducing Economic Inequality’, an(:; Soc?or 2
Sains Sosial Malaysia, pp. 224-265, Table 15, p. 253. able 1.
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TABLE 1

)UB NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF ,
\R‘ TERTIARY QUALIFICATIONS BY ETHNIC GROUP,
PENINSULAR MALAYSIA, 1970 AND 1980.
) University Other Tertiary Total Tertiary
‘nic Degree Diploma
illege‘“p -
= .
fce.§ No. % No. % No.
000s) . (000s) (000s) %
th in_—
fm:vys 2.3 19 7.6 33 10.0 28
Imepgese 6.3 50 10.8 47 17.0 48
1DOr‘$"S 2.5 20 3.1 14 5.6 16
ent 1.4 12 1.4 6 2.8 8
f;L 12.5 100 22.9 100 354 100
Tipug
om
ion j
ays 21.9 38 17.2 54 39.1 44
nese 24.2 42 10.8 34 35.0 39
ans 7.5 13 2.5 8 9.9 11
NtS s 3.5 6 1.4 4 4.9 6
INginIrAL 57.0 100 31.9 100 88.9 100
119
n wi
:duc@RCE: Population and Housing Census of Malaysia, 1980. Department of Statistics,

dla Lumpur. Table 6.7, p. 98.

ificaj The New Economic Policy has brought concomitant changes in oc-
fro ational structure as well. The proportion of Malays who were in the pro-
.’rﬁol_: ional, technical and related workers’ group increased from 46% in 1970
0- 16507 in 1980. (see TABLE II). It will be seen that changes in the socio-
“Anomic development of Malaysia have influenced the labour force par-
ipation of women. Hirschmann observed a significant growth in the
mmomic production of Peninsular Malaysia from 1960-1970, measured by
1gross domestic product (GDP) at factor cost.®

‘alaysit
st Asig
17.

rith pal
iversity

*See Charles Hirschmann, Akhbar Aghajanian, 1978, ‘“Women's labour Force Participa-

ﬂgdbnd Socio-Economic Development: The Case of Peninsular Malaysia, 1957-1970"", Paper
’ nted at the Annual Meeting of the Rural Sociological Society, San Francisco: August, p.
table 1.
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““The Malaysian economy grew by two-thirds over this ten year period, implying
an everage annual growth rate of over five percent.”’®

The overall women’s labour force participation rate, for those aged

.44, rose from 31% in 1957 to 37% in 1970. This increase may be di!'ectly
jed to the significant socio-economic development during this period.’
'I -

Population and Housing Census of Malaysia, 1780. Department ot Statistic, Kuala Lumpur. Iable 7.18, p. 132.

*See, Ibid, P. 10. Figure 1

SUUKULE:

See, Ibid, p. 1.
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